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The Ramban is explaining that the initial pairs of animals
Icame to the Teivah instinctively, because Hashem invests
each animal with self-preservation skills. Since He was about
to destroy the world, two of each animal were given a special
instinct informing them that if they were not to make their way
to the Teivah, they would become extinct. o

The seven pairs of kosher animals, which Hashem com-
manded Noach to take into the Teivah so he would have ani-
mals to offer as korbanos after the Mabul, did not have that
self-preservation instinct, because bringing korbanos was not

[[for their sake, but for humankind’s sake. Hashem therefore
commanded Noach to coax those animals into the Teivah,
because they would not have come on their own.

The Ramban reveals an amazing insight into Hashem run-
ning this world through great chessed to every creature.
(G Why do salmon that have been swimming peacefully in
the Pacific Ocean for three years suddenly decide to swim off
into a little river in Alaska to spawn and die there? Why do
beavers build dams?

The answer is that Hashem placed instincts into each ani-
mal that are necessary for its preservation. Fish don't go to
school (pardon the pun!), but they know how to find the best
areas to spawn. Beavers don’t take engineering courses, but
they know how and where to build dams so they can be safe
from predators such as bears and coyotes.

"How does each animal know how to care for itself? The
answer is that Hashem provides it with the instincts it needs
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(1o Ao so, The Ramban is saying that the same sorl ol inslincls
also caused two of cach non-kosher animal to show up at the
door of the Teivah one fine morning, out of the reatization that
if they didn’t, their species would not survive the Mabul.

But, says the Ramban, Hashemn only gives animals

\p instincts that are good for them. To give them an instinct to
make thermselves available as korbanos in the following year
would not be fair to them, and Hashem acts fairly with each
species.

This Ramban provides more than just a fascinating biology

{{ lesson. As with every other detail in the Torah, this revelation
is there to teach us a lesson for life.

A pasuk (Yehoshua 10:13) describes how Yehoshua
orchestrated a supernatural event: Op? Ty Yy 071 WAwD oM
1 90 Yy Amny ko KOk v, Then the sun stood still,

l(.p and the moon stopped, until the people took relribution against
their enemies. Is it not written in the Book of the Upright?

What is Sefer HaYashar? Chazal {Avodah Zarah 25a)
identify it as Sefer Bereishis, which discusses the lives of the
yesharim (upright), Avraham, Yitzchak, and Yaakov.

A In the introduction to his Haamek Davar on Bereishis, the
Netziv expands on the concept of what it means to be yesharim.
He notes that Bilaarn was jealous of the reward that awaited
the Avos, as he said: W2 MNIIGK TN ™Y DD W03 ran, May
my soul die the death of the upright, and may my end be like

’1{6’ his ( Bamidbar 23:10). Why did he choose to describe the Avos
as yesharim, specifically, and not tzaddikim or chassidirm?

The Netziv explains that along with being pious and
devout, the Avos were also upright in their dealings with all
others. In Yiddish, we would describe them as the ultimate
“mentchen.” He adds that the reason they were beloved by
the Gentiles of their times was.because they truly cared about
them and interacted with ther1 fairly. That's what it takes to
be a yashar, a true mentch,

Your non-Jewish neighbors don’t care whether you eat

7gashé}i-g;“\h\.f‘k‘1_éfher7yéﬁ ‘wear Rabbeinu Tam teﬁlhn ‘But they”

q)({ do care whether you block their driveway, and if you interact

with them in a polite, gracious manner — if you behave like
a yashar. _

Sefer HaYashar is named for the Avos, but even before we

get to them, Hashem Himself sends us the same message:

0” be a yashar. He won’t give an instinct to an animal that's not

~ helpful to that animal, even if it helps the world spirituaily,
because that wouldn’t be yashar.

And if that's how Hashem treats an animal, how much

more do we have to follow the lead of the Avos and take care

“’f(i; to act like yesharim in our interactions with all those around

us?
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